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What is the National 
Institutes of Health 
(NIH) 

 NIH is the nation’s medical 
research agency, which funds 
research across the U.S. to make 
important discoveries that 
improve health and save lives 

 NIH invested nearly $18 billion in 
clinical research in 2022 – the 
largest amount in the U.S. 



What is Clinical Research? 

 Clinical research is medical research that involves 
people to learn more about disease and improve health 
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What is Research 
Engagement? 
 Research engagement is when individuals, 

such as patients, groups of people, 
communities, and/or organizations partner 
with researchers to plan, design, and/or 
conduct research 
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Improving Public 
Engagement in 
Clinical Research 

 Patients, communities, and other 
members of the public are 
essential partners to the success of 
research 

 Engagement should be tailored to 
the needs and experiences of 
people and communities, and that 
they should guide the direction of 
research that is impactful to them 

 To accomplish this, NIH has 
launched an effort to develop a 
vision and framework for 
incorporating public voices in all 
phases and types of clinical 
research 



Engaging the Public as Partners in Clinical Research: 
Meet the Working Group 
 NIH has asked a group of patients, advocates, researchers, clinicians, and non-profit representatives to 

develop a vision and framework for including public voices in the design and planning of NIH-funded 
clinical research 
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Draft Vision & 
Goal 

 Vision: Engagement in clinical 
research is a standard practice 
to promote responsiveness to 
community needs, 
accountability, and 
transparency while helping turn 
discoveries into improved 
health of people. 

 Goal: People and communities 
have a say in the agenda and 
direction of research that is 
relevant and impactful to them. 



PartnersInResearch.nih.gov 

https://partnersinresearch.nih.gov/


Multiple Opportunities 
for Input 

 Currently open: 

 Verbal comments during today’s session 

 Written comments (see next slide) 

 Coming soon: 

 Community conversations across the U.S. 
(anticipated Fall-Winter 2024-2025) 

 Additional public NIH meetings 

 NIH always welcomes written comments: email 
to SciencePolicy@od.nih.gov 

 Final report & recommendations: Summer 2025 

mailto:SciencePolicy@od.nih.gov


We Want to Hear from You! 

https://bit.ly/3RMfZm2 

Written comments due August 14th! 

Learn more: 

https://bit.ly/3RMfZm2
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